Speaking of the results of long-continued highblood pressure, Dr. Rolleston points out that as the heart begins to fail before the excessive task allotted to it, the left ventricle dilates and the pulse becomes irregular; but in spite of this the arterial pressure may remain abnormally high. This is of great importance from the therapeutic point of view, for under such circumstances the administration of digitalis?the great resource for conditions of chronic heart-failure?may prove a fatal intervention, for this drug increases the already unanswered calls upon the heart-muscle by raising the bloodpressure, and may even cause the rupture of faulty arteries in the brain. The author has more than once seen hemiplegia follow this line of treatment in such patients.
Touching the recognition of high arterial tension, 
